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"RAP SESSION | ON VIOLENCE, CLASS, RACISM AND MEDIA

Monika Hostler, executive director of the N.C. Coalltlon Agamst Sexual Assault, speaks Wednesday durlng the
first-ever Durham Conference on the Moral Challenges of Our Culture at First Presbyterlan Church downtown.

Gag order sought in lacrosse case

Coverage could
cost accuser a fair

trial, NAACP says

BY PAUL BONNER
pbonner@heraldsun.com; 919-419-6621

A lawyer with the state NAACP said
the civil rights organization intends to
seek a gag order in the Duke lacrosse
case, and a journalist who participated in
a forum with him on Wednesday said
media coverage of the alleged rape may
deprive the alleged victim of her legal
rights to a fair trial.

Al McSurely, an attorney who chairs
the Legal Redress Committee for the
state National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, said he
generally respects the defense attorneys
in the case as colleagues. But they are
violating the State Bar’s rules of profes-
sional conduct that discourage com-
ments outside court that are likely to
prejudice a case, he said.

The NAACP will try to intervene in the
case to file a “quiet zone/let’s let justice
work” motion. That is otherwise known
as a pag order, he acknowledged,
although he said he doesn't like that term.

McSurely’s comments came amid the

first-ever Durham Conference on the
Moral Challenges of our Culture at First
Presbyterian Church downtown. The ses-
sion gave the approximately 150 people
who attended a chance to hear a series of
talks and discuss among themselves sex-
ual and domestic violence, racism, class
distinctions and the media.

The Duke lacrosse rape case has
sparked a broader and long-overdue
examination of some of those issues, said
people who participated in the forum,
sponsored by the state NAACP and

Monica
Coleman,
director of
womanist and
religious
studies at
Bennett
College in
Greensboro,
speaks during
the
conference
Wednesday at
First
Presbyterian
Church
downtown.

Durham clergy.

Cash Michaels, a journalist with The
Carolinian newspaper of Raleigh, said, to
applause, that lawyers for the three
lacrosse players charged in the case “are
playing the media like a banjo.”

Leaks of case information intended to
impugn the alleged victim’s credibility,
and resulting news coverage and analy-
sis, cloud her right to have the allegations
tried in court, Michaels said.
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