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rnes{ Minelli- ’95 was in dmpers when U S

turmoil surrounding the war, Minelli has thrown
himself into-them:by examining the Vietnam Veterans

Against the War, a group that rallied to turn public senti-

ment against the Southeast Asian conflict. . ' vt

The research took him to Madison, Wls Washington,
D.C., and Berkeley, Calif., aver the summer, and lately it
has tied him to his Eliot House room, where he has a sec-
ond desk devoted exclusively to his thesis project,

“This is an interesting topic because you don't hear
very much about Vietnam War protesters who were veter-
ans,” said the history concentrator from Hull, Mass. “The
most rewarding thing has been speaking with these veter-
ans and getting their side of the story. Many of their
actions don’t show up in history books.” =" =+ =

Minelli is one of some 700 undergraduates this year
conducting research with and for faculty members on top-

" ics ranging from the weekend lifestyles of young black
men in New York Cuy to the effects ufa hlgh fat diet on

: b]rd5. n,: - (‘r . 5
The;r SUb_]'BC[S span the cemunes, from a-multi-level

examination of Virgil’s The Aeneid to a look at the effec-

tiveness of an alternative therapy, known as lhe re!axauon
'response for HIV-positive and AIDS patients. * = "
“Most of the’students ' work in labs and hbranes in lhe

- troops pulled out of Vietnam. Although he did-
not-witness the marches, sit-ins, and national -
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Opportunltles Knock

Undergraduates ta_ke the chance to pursue research pr0] ects of the1r OWN: de31gn
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Cambndge Boston area, but
some travel afar to seek
answers to their questions.’

Economics and women’s | research assistants

studies
.'Nothando Ndebele 296, for*,

‘example,zconducted fi f’eIdLl

research last summer on the
lives of street children in

Zimbabwe.

*efconcentrator

Harvard faculty members
through Harvard's Faculty
Aide Program or the Federal
Work-Study Program. The
others are probing their own
topics with grants from the

Undergraduate Fellowships
Program, Radcliffe Research
Partnerships, and other
sources. The money helps
cover their educational and
living expenses. (See related

story.)

relationships with faculty,
discover the rewards and
challenges of being a profes-
sor, make more informed
decisions about graduate
school, and access resources

they might not otherwise have

More than half the Ford Program for The research experience
undereraduates serve as Undergraduate Research, the =~ enables students to explore
e Mellon Minority  areas of interest, cultivate

As one student testified, “I have learned both the
process of research and the importance of learning from
someone who has ‘been through’ what I may have to ‘go
through’ myself someday. And I have developed an inter-
action and camaraderie that will last after the partner-
ship.”






