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he commanded tbe men whom he sent.

irg, "Tbus sball you say to alt the

We think that any measure of illness, doubt,
or weakness is somehow proof positive that
we have failed.

This is parricularly true of black women.
Think about it: we are supposed to keep the
family together. We are supposed to keep the
job together. \7e are supposed to keep the
church together. And when we cant do it all.
we feel scared, ashamed, and lonely. Our feel_
ings of doubt, sickness, and weakness, we
believe, are indicators rhat we have failed as a
woman. So we hide these parts of our lives
from the resr of the world and keep silent
about the things that reveal our imperfeaions.

Deep down, all of us, men and women,
have stories of pain and suffering rhat we
have kept to ourselves. However, bl"ck peo_
ple are increasingly deciding nor to hide any_
more; we are talking; we are breaking the
silence. I want to spend a little time this
morning telling a woman's story discussing
women's health, and breaking the silence.

Meet the young woman in our text. She is
the concubine, the mistress, of a man from

ites, 'Has such a thing euer happened
the day that tbe Israelites cdme up from

land of Egypt until this day? Consider it.
cownsel, and speak out."' (Judges 19:30)

any of us accept that suffering is an
expected part of life but remain silent
t our sufferings. We dont talk about rhe
ight hours of tears and wrestling. We

to mention the questions and doubts that
have about God. We dont call our doc_

and we push through the pains all the
plagued by fatigue-because we feel

calling anention to the things that hurt
ns that our faith is not strong enough.

Monica A. Coleman is director of
rX/omanist Religious Studies and
assistant professor of Religion at
Bennett College for.Women in
Greensboro, North Carolira.
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is an ugly story...a gruesome story...a
story.

ing her lifeless corpse across the back of
ey, the man finished the journey back

im. \7hen he got there, he took a

and cut her body into t'welve pieces, and

one piece to each tribe of Israel, saying:

ider this, take counsel, and speak out."

DER THIS: COMMUNITY IMPACT

horrible story. It is a story of pain,
misogyny, and betrayal; a terrifying

of a woman seen only as serving the pur-

of providing the twisted pleasure of per-
men. She is a woman who has no

no voice, and little agency, a woman

dead. And the man shoves the ugliness

everyone's faces. He is sending a mes-

A clarion call that yells, "\(/hat h"p-
to this woman is unacceptable and

inexcusable!" He is saying that what

to her is everyone's problem. This
just his problem or just the problem of

ily and his family. This is not just an
to be settled between him and the

rs. Rather this is a community problem.
he holds them accountable.

can such a visual message be ignored?

ible to say "But this isnt our prob-
with a bloody arm in your hands? Can
it and do nothing with a bodiless head
messenger's bag, or simply blame oth-

ith a truncated leg in your lap? There is
y to cover up the ugliness, the brutality

has happened to this woman.

it's a common homiletical device to

the unnamed people in the Bible rep-

anyone and everyone-that this

is every woman. So I began to Pull
the statistics on black women and vio-

About how the majority of women on

are fin that position as] a result of
abusive partners and how black
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women are the fastest growing population of

prison inmates. I wanted to discuss the fact

that the church is the most financially sup-

ported system of apartheid-with 85 percent

of its members, the women, being led by the

15 percent minoriry the men. Finally, I want-

ed to tell you that one in four women will be

sexually assaulted in her lifetime. However, I

quickly realued something that shifted *y

concern. You see, the fact that these numbers

are so high is not my chief concern. The con-

cern is not in the numbers. My soul is disqui-

eted when just one woman cries herself to

sleep every night or when one woman has

been intimidated and beaten by her parnrer. It

takes only one woman for this to be an ugly,

gruesome, shameful story.

And this text says, Look at her! Hold the

bloody lirnb in your hands! Look! Realize

that this could have been you, your daughter,

your wife, your sister! Look! This is no iso-

lated incident. Look at this unnamed

woman...look at all women!

TAKE COUNSEL

nfith this drastic action, the Ephraimite called

together representatives from each tribe of

Israel to say: "'S(/hat are we going to do about

this?" \7e must take counsel.

Dont you like the way crisis situations

bring people together? People who would

never sit down at a table with one another,

people who would not ordinarily talk to one

another, from different neighborhoods,

$ates, or even countries, will come together

in a crisis. I mean we bring in experts, consult

our holy books, and even form committees

that vow to do something.

Violence against women is such a crisis sit-

uation. After far too many years of suffering

in silence, the time has come to gather togeth-

er and do something. 
'We 

need to bring in the

experts. \7e need to come from our different
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feelings, and their bodies when no one stone a woman for adultery but ignore the

adultery of men. There was One who did not

label a woman a sinner because her husbands

had left her. There was One who dared to

speak out!
And yes, there are casualties. \7hen you

speak out, there are risks! There may even be

a crucifixion. But I'm so glad that we have the

rewards of people who dared to speak out!

I'm so glad that there are people who gave

their lives so we could vote! I'm so glad that

there are people who gave their lives so we

could be free! I'm so glad there are people

who spoke out so thatwe could also have the

privilege to speak out! I'm so glad that that

someone spoke out so that we could be

saved! I dont know about you, but I'm will-

ing to speak out! Let's all speak out! S

wanted to hear about it. \fomen like Rev.

kq the intellecnral Anna Jnli" Coopeg

eighteenth-century abolitionist Maria
'Women 

like Evelvn !7hite and Meri
authors of the first books dedicat-

black women's heakh and dealing with

ion, respectively.'We come from other

women, such as Marian 
'Ifright

, Byllye Avery Faye 
'\fattleton,

Cole, and l,ori Robinson. The list

on and on and on.'We come from afta-

of women who speak out.

there is yet another who sPoke out

injustice! There was One who sPoke

against unfairness and reminded us that

is our neighbor. There was One

spoke against the sexism that would
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